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Citizen Science Program to Detect and Report Invasive Species





Date

Dear (Regional Expert),

Hello! (someone) suggested we contact you. The (Satellite) is partnering with the Texas Invasive Species Institute in Huntsville, Texas, host of the Invaders of Texas Citizen Science program. This program teaches volunteers how to detect and report invasive species in their area and is being implemented throughout the state by a consortium of satellite organizations such as the (satellite).

We are asking local experts to help us determine which invasive species should be prioritized during future volunteer training efforts. We are also interested in the location or contact information related to any existing invasive species surveys in our area that our trained volunteers may be able to assist with. Could you please take a moment to read the preliminary material below. Any assistance provided is greatly appreciated. 
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Trainer’s Name

Address

Affiliation

Invasive Species Selection Criteria: 

· Findable (reinforce volunteer interest and enthusiasm) 

· Readily identifiable with training and tools, preferably macro (always confirmed with expert verification)

· Representative of different taxa to make the project broad in scale

· Important  (i.e. a species currently being monitored to support existing research as in buffelgrass or bullfrogs, or one that is an expected new arrival like cactus moths)

· Small enough in total numbers (i.e. not more than ten species) to wrap the brain around, yet numerous enough to exemplify regional invasive species issues

Preliminary List of Species:

List your pre-selected species here.

Questions:

1. Is there a species that should be replaced/added to our list?

2. Which of these species is currently being surveyed with the help of volunteers?

3. Are there any other people working on these species that you recommend we contact? 
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